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I. Letter from the Secretary-General
Esteemed Prospective Participants;
On behalf of GO Academy, it is an utmost privilege and pleasure to welcome you all to the
second annual session of the Eskişehir Model United Nations Conference 2022. My name is
Zeynep Öykü Kalkan, and it is my honor to serve you as the Secretary-General. The second
annual session of ESMUN is organized by the GO Academy and it will take place in the
vibrant city of Eskişehir between the 12th and 14th of June. With its rich history that witnessed
Hittites, Phrygians, Seljuqs, and the Ottoman Empire and cultural diversity due to receiving
migrants coming from Caucasus, Central Asia, and the Balkans, Eskişehir is a city that brings
the past and the present together. With its dynamic population and intellectual atmosphere,
this “student city” is one of the best locations to organize a Model United Nations
Conference.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not able to organize our conference last year which
made us more eager and enthusiastic for ESMUN 2022. With this excitement, our academic
and operations teams worked tirelessly to provide you with an unforgettable MUN
experience. We will host five committees in our second edition for our junior and senior
participants with agenda items that address current topics and problems of our world.
Delegates of the United Nations Environment Programme will discuss preventing conflicts
over water scarcity while delegates appointed to the United Nations Commission on the Status
of Women will focus on the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Women and Girls. In United
Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee, delegates will try to find
applicable, sustainable, and reasonable solutions to preventing an arms race in outer space,
meanwhile, in United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization the topic will
be the protection of cultural property in times of armed conflict. Lastly, we will host a special
committee that will simulate Montreux Convention. A group of experienced MUN delegates,
as well as successful and exemplary individuals who are well-versed in the topics at hand,
will lead and monitor your committees and I have full faith in all of our board members to
guide you through the rules of procedure so that our delegates can practice negotiation,
problem-solving, conflict resolution, critical thinking, diplomacy, and collaboration as they
act as world leaders, policymakers, and diplomats. As the Academic Team, we are very
excited to hear your take on these crucial agenda items. On that note, we wish you all efficient
and beneficial debates.

It is important to note that while MUN conferences aim to familiarize you with the economic,
social, political, and environmental problems of our world and enable you to improve skills
that will benefit you in the future, these events also present great opportunities for you to have
fun, make lots of new friends and memories. Make sure to enjoy yourselves during the coffee
breaks, challenges, and social events that our operations team prepared for you. On that note, I
want to thank our academic and operations teams for their hard work, dedication,
never-ending energy, and work ethic.
On behalf of GO Academy and the ESMUN Family, I would like to thank you for your time
and consideration and once again, with great pleasure, welcome you to the second annual
session of ESMUN. We are honored if we can play a role in presenting you with new
perspectives since you are the future delegates. Your ideas and dreams will shape the future
and it is because of you, because of our belief in you that we expect a better future. Let’s
come together this June in Eskişehir to take our part in creating the future we want by
discussing what the presidents, ministers and government officials discuss and see if we can
do things differently. Do not forget to apply, read your study guides, prepare some speeches
and motions, and buckle your seatbelts for three days of fun, diplomacy, games, and politics!
We hope that this conference will find itself a place among your unforgettable experiences
and memories.
Yours sincerely,
Zeynep Öykü Kalkan
Secretary-General of ESMUN 2022

II. Introduction to the Committee: United Nations Environmental Programme
The history of sustainable development in the United Nations dates back to the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972.1 The
United Nations Conference on the Human Environment was the UN's first major conference
on the issue of the environment.2 The conference adopted the Stockholm Declaration and Plan
of Action, which set out principles for preserving and enhancing the human environment, with
recommendations for international environmental action, and created the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the first UN program focused solely on environmental
issues.3
From its foundation in 1972, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has been the
most prominent governmental organization and leading authority that decides the
environmental agenda, dictating the implementation of the environmental dimension of
sustainable development within the United Nations system. UNEP defines its mission as
“…to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by
inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without
compromising that of future generations.”4 UNEP works closely with its 193 Member States
and representatives from civil society, businesses, and other major groups and stakeholders to
address environmental challenges through the UN Environment Assembly, the world’s
highest-level decision-making body on the environment. With its campaigns such as World
Environment Day, UNEP is ever-present when it comes to raising awareness and
environmental advocacy.
UNEP is operating under the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development, thus enabling
UNEP to access the voluntary contribution of 193 Member States. In addition to the voluntary
contributions, UNEP has access to the Environment Fund and earmarked funds (for specific
projects with respect to country and theme) such as Green Climate Fund and Global
Environment Facility.5
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III.

Introduction to the Agenda Item: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water insecurity is increasing worldwide. This raises the chance of competition, conflict, and
instability in communities, countries, and regions everywhere.6 Conflicts around water are
increasingly in the headlines: clashes between farmers and herders in the Horn of Africa,
disputes over large dam projects in Central Asia and the Nile River Basin, violence in the
Lake Chad region, and state fragility in Iraq and Iran (driven at least in part by water issues).7
These examples show some of the many ways that conflict can arise around water and how
water can trigger or exacerbate conflict, acting as a “threat multiplier”.8
The factors that drive such conflict and instability seem to be intensifying, including
population growth, economic expansion, severe and prolonged drought, climate change,
pollution, the destruction of natural landscapes, upstream infrastructure development (such as
dams and diversions), inefficient water use in agriculture, poor water resources management
and weak institutions.9 While a water crisis is rarely the only cause of conflict, water crises
can contribute to a country’s instability.
Numerous

policymakers

from

national

governments, regional organizations, and
international institutions have underlined the
risks associated with conflict due to water
scarcity.10 Many have called for targeted
action to counter the threat. The media, too,
has picked up on this issue. Journalists point
out – often in alarmist terms – the perceived
direct links between water scarcity (and other climate change-related water challenges) and
violence and instability.11 Some even suggest that water wars between countries are just
around the corner, or that the world will soon be at war over water.
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Just as no single driver causes conflict, no single solution will eliminate water insecurity.12
Eliminating water insecurity and water-related conflicts requires a combined and
inter-disciplinary approach including managing and ensuring equal distribution of natural
resources, science, and engineering approaches; getting assistance from political, legal,
economic, and financial tools; and combining policy and governance strategies.13

A. Key Terms and Concepts
1. Water Scarcity
Water scarcity is defined as the shortage of water in availability or access due to physical
shortage, failure of institutions to ensure regular supply, or lack of adequate infrastructure.14
When the long-term average water requirements cannot be satisfied by the resources, water
scarcity occurs. This is calculated as a ratio of human water consumption to available water
supply in a given area which makes water scarcity a physical, objective reality that can be
12
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measured consistently across regions and over time.15 Water scarcity is directly associated
with human rights and sufficient access to safe drinking water is a priority for global
development.16 The long-term water imbalances can be caused and affected by many things
including both natural and human-made disadvantages such as lack of natural resources,
global warming, population growth, and expansion of agricultural and industrial users. Water
scarcity can be divided into two general types which are physical water scarcity and economic
water scarcity.
a. Physical Water Scarcity
Physical water scarcity is the type of water scarcity that takes place when the demand for
water in a region exceeds the available water sources around the area. According to the Food
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, nearly 1.2 billion of the world’s
population live in areas of physical scarcity; many living in arid or semi-arid regions.17 The
severity of water scarcity can change depending on the season which causes seasonal water
scarcity to occur. The number of people facing seasonal water scarcity is even greater than the
amount of those who live where the water supply is inadequate for 12 months of the year.
Data show that almost two-thirds of the world’s population experience water scarcity for at
least one month each year.18 It is expected that as the population increases and weather
patterns become more extreme, the number of humans affected by physical water scarcity will
increase rapidly in the following decades.
b. Economic Water Scarcity
The leading cause of economic water scarcity is the lack of investment to draw water from
water sources such as rivers, aquifers, lakes, or reservoirs. Mostly in places with economic
water scarcity, there are sufficient amounts of water that would satisfy the needs of both the
environment and the locals; however, the access is restricted. Economic water scarcity may
arise from various reasons. For instance, unregulated water uses for agriculture or industry,
and economic undervaluing or mismanagement of water resources may all lead to scarcity of
water in regions. A classic example of economic water scarcity is in Mexico City, which
receives rainfall and has plenty of water resources, yet due to poor distribution and pollution
water is not accessible to its citizens.19
15
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2. Water Stress
The outcome of a lack of available water to meet human and ecological demands during a
period is called water stress. Compared to water scarcity, water stress is a much broader and
more inclusive concept that considers many physical aspects related to water resources
including water scarcity, accessibility, availability, quantity, and quality. Water scarcity is one
of the many aspects that contribute to water stress.20 An area could be water-stressed but not
necessarily water scarce.21 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations also
describes water stress as freshwater withdrawal as a proportion of available freshwater
resources.22 In order for a territory to be called a “water-stressed” area, it should withdraw
25% or more of its freshwater resources.23 The main cause that makes water stress occur is the
rising pollution levels especially agricultural pollution which results in water quality changes.
Water stress tends to manifest issues such as water shortages, flooding, pollution, and
ecosystem damage which results in people living in water-stressed areas having health-related
problems and economic damage.
3. Water Security
United Nations-Water defines water security as “the capacity of a population to safeguard
sustainable access to adequate quantities of and acceptable quality water for sustaining
livelihoods, human well-being, and socio-economic development, for ensuring protection
against water-borne pollution and water-related disasters, and for preserving ecosystems in a
climate of peace and political stability” which implies that water security is the act of
accessing safe and sufficient amount of water at an affordable cost in order to meet basic
needs such as sanitation and hygiene.24 Ensuring water security is one of the Sustainable
Development Goals, which is a challenging objective to achieve. In order to have water
security, there are four interrelated domains to focus on, which are: availability, access,
utilization, and stability.
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Availability: According to UN-Water’s definition of water security, water availability is the
amount of water that is present in a country or an area through all forms of biophysical supply
of water such as groundwater (lakes, rivers, reservoirs) and underground water (found
underground in rock or soil layers, and accessed through wells or natural springs) that is ready
to be used or water that is transported from abroad. Availability, therefore, refers to all water
available at a regional or national level rather than at the household level. Availability is one
of the key points in securing water since providing a sufficient amount of quality water is
essential in sustaining the lives and well-being of humans.
Access: Accessibility of water is
about making people be provided
with the available water which they
can consume. Access to water, on the
other

hand,

consists

of

three

elements: physical, economic, and
socio-cultural. Physical access to
water refers to a situation where a
person cannot physically access the
water available at the international or
national level. For example, water might exist but it might not be provided to the households
and can only be obtained from a well within two hours of walking distance. Economic access
to water is related to the income level of individuals or households. In cases where drinking
water is not free and expensive, which might happen in the near future considering the climate
change and the water crisis, people do not have economic access to water. Socio-cultural
access to food implies that water should be accessible to all citizens of a country in socially
acceptable ways. If certain groups of citizens have to store water for later usage, carry water
to their homes from a distance, steal, or scavenge to access water, they cannot claim they have
access to water. Ensuring that every human being can access water both physically and
economically is a step to have water security.
Utilization: Utilization indicates that just because water is available and accessible, it does not
mean it is consumable. The available and accessible water needs to be clean since consuming
safe drinking water is a basic need for everybody. Bearing that in mind having non-polluted
water both available and accessible is what utilization aims for. How the available and
accessible water is consumed and used is also important in terms of utilization.

Stability: Stability is the most important part of securing the water since it needs availability,
access, and utilization present and stable at all times.
4. Extreme Water Vulnerability
Today, it is known that over 1.42 billion people live in areas with either high or extreme water
vulnerability.25 Extreme water vulnerability is a term that is used the describe the combination
of the highest levels of physical water scarcity risks and lowest levels of drinking water
service that affect a given population (surface water, unimproved or limited water service).26
The main troubles that cause extreme water vulnerability are mainly inadequate surface water
storage, low precipitation, excessive groundwater mining, and dependence on transboundary
water involving water use of the neighboring countries.27 Even though it seems like water
vulnerability is a complication to preserving supplies for human use, agriculture, and
ecosystems, access to freshwater resources is also a matter of national security.

B. Current Water Sources and Consumption
In many regions of the world, water demand currently exceeds availability, and as the global
population grows, so does water consumption. Water, as a valuable natural resource, a basic
25
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human necessity, and a valuable national asset, requires careful planning, development, and
management. World oceans cover about three fourth of the earth’s surface. According to the
UN estimates, the total amount of water on earth is about 1400 million cubic kilometers (M
km3) which is enough to cover the earth with a layer of 3000 meters (m) depth.28 However,
freshwater constitutes a very small proportion of this enormous quantity.29 About 3 percent
(2.7%) of the total water available on the earth is freshwater of which about 68.7 percent lies
frozen in polar regions and another 30.1 percent is present as groundwater.30 The rest is
available in lakes, rivers, atmosphere, moisture, soil, and vegetation. In 2010, India was the
world’s largest agricultural water consumer at nearly 700 billion m3 per year.31 India’s
agricultural water consumption has been growing rapidly, almost doubling between 1975 and
2010 — as its population and total food demand continue to increase.32 China is the world’s
second-largest user, at approximately 598 billion m3 in 2015, followed by the USA, although
China’s agricultural freshwater use has approximately plateaued in the recent past.33
C. Causes of Water Scarcity
Even though 70% percent of the world is covered in water, the water consumption humans
make in order to drink, clean, and use in agriculture is freshwater which is only 3% of the
world, and two-thirds of it is frozen glaciers or otherwise unavailable to use.34 As a result,
some 1.1 billion people worldwide lack access to water, and a total of 2.7 billion find water
scarce for at least one month of the year.35 This situation leads to nearly 2.4 billion people
lacking adequate sanitation.36 Lack of sanitation results in certain diseases such as cholera and
typhoid fever, and other water-borne illnesses. 37
With the world’s current water resources, every country feels the effects of water scarcity.
Even though the reasons why water scarcity is felt can be explained in different ways, like
inefficient water distribution systems and lack of proper water cleaning systems, the most
dominant reasons are global warming and human factors.
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The wide range of usage of fresh water in agricultural practices and the usage of water in the
industrial sector, mainly for cooling and cleaning purposes, increased the demand for
freshwater. The general demand for daily activities such as cleaning and drinking has also
risen, considering the current population and population growth. Each of these factors has
different effects on the existing water scarcity problem.
1. Natural Resources
Freshwater in nature can be
found in solid, liquid, and gas
forms and forms 3% of the
world's

entire

water

resources. These forms can
emerge

with

differing

temperatures and based on the
region

of

the

freshwater

source. Lakes, rivers, glaciers,
ponds, and streams found in various parts of the world mostly cater to freshwater demand.
Approximately 69 percent of Earth’s freshwater is locked away in the form of ice in glaciers
and polar ice caps, and another 30 percent of Earth’s freshwater is under the surface in the
form of groundwater. That leaves only about 1 percent of Earth’s freshwater readily available
for human use.38 This 1% is the habitat for 10% of all known animals and 40% of all known
fish species.39 Considering these factors and the importance of freshwater not only in human
usage but also in the environmental systems pushed the United Nations to take precautions
against the destruction of these habitats and the ever-growing water scarcity. This destruction
mainly stems from climate change and its environmental effects.
2. Climate Change
Climate change’s primary effects are felt in water with differing aspects. With the extreme
fluctuations in weather, water availability is becoming less and less dependable. In some
regions, droughts are exacerbating water scarcity and thereby negatively impacting people’s

38
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health and productivity.40 Also, increased incidences of flooding threaten to destroy water
points and sanitation facilities and contaminate water sources.41
With the extreme weather temperatures causing changes in rain patterns and river flows, there
is an alarming decrease in the water quality. The most affected by this unstable water
availability are already the most vulnerable.42 With increasing floods and droughts, food
security is in danger as well. In February this year, in a Security Council debate convened by
the United Kingdom, Sir David Attenborough warned that “If we continue on our current
path, we will face the collapse of everything that gives us our security: food production,
access to freshwater, habitable ambient temperature, and ocean food chains.”43 And in 2015,
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s fifth assessment report warned that climate
change would reduce renewable surface water and groundwater resources – intensifying
competition

for

water

among all

sectors and affecting

water,

energy, and food

security.44 Natural water resources being under threat means energy production from
renewable water resources will be less stable, making producers invest less. Eliminated
energy production from water can make global warming even worse, considering energy
production’s effect on global warming. It is
estimated that by 2035, energy consumption
will increase by 50%, which will increase the
energy sector's water consumption by 85%.45
The negative impacts of climate change on
water could be neutralized with better policy
decisions, with some regions standing to
improve their growth rates by up to 6% with
better water resource management.46 The
reason the rate of climate change accelerated is
mostly correlated with population growth. With the increased population, more energy is
needed for various reasons. The demand for energy is growing, therefore contributing to
climate change affecting water scarcity.
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3. Population Growth
One of climate change’s biggest contributors is population growth considering the increasing
need for energy and space, especially for housing. Since population growth is one of the main
factors of climate change, its effects are felt on the condition of water and water scarcity.
Based on the best recent scientific evidence we could find, another major global trend – the
ongoing growth of the human population – has a greater impact on water availability than
climate change does.47 Family planning is a solution in the way of slowing the rate of
population growth which decreases environmental pressure.48 Considering both climate
change and population growth are factors threatening water availability, most papers written
on the subject in fact found population growth to be more dangerous. Population growth
especially proposes a threat in countries that already have difficulties in reaching water such
as African countries. A large part of the African continent lies in the zone where at least part
of the year is arid and where recurrent droughts severely disturb agricultural production.49
4. Expansion of Agricultural and Industrial Users
Increased temperatures causing unstable weather patterns lead to widespread occurrences of
drought which proposes a great threat to agriculture and irrigation. With the increased rate of
droughts, the need for water rises which is contributing to water scarcity. Irrigation
organizations play a crucial behind-the-scenes role in delivering water to farmers. But only
one out of every five has an official strategy for responding to drought.50 That’s according to a
new report on drought preparedness published by the Department of Agriculture (USDA),
which found that approximately 80 percent of irrigation organizations don’t have a formal
plan for responding to future water scarcity.51 These farmers having trouble reaching water
results in issues in production. This situation might bring insufficiencies in agricultural
products triggering world hunger, especially in the most vulnerable areas.
Waters' role in food security is undeniable. With the increasing population, the importance of
irrigation in agriculture is felt strongly. Irrigated agriculture is, on average, at least twice as
productive per unit of land as rainfed agriculture, thereby allowing for more production
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intensification and crop diversification.52 With water going scarce the countries relying
heavily on agriculture are under threat as well.
With the increased population, the world’s need for agricultural products is at its highest. To
supply the population’s needs it is estimated that agricultural production will need to expand
by approximately 70% by 2050.53 With the increased need for water from many sectors, it is
necessary to reallocate the water used in agriculture since it has the biggest share. Currently,
agriculture accounts (on average) for 70 percent of all freshwater withdrawals globally. This
calls for developments to increase the efficiency of the usage of water in the agricultural field.
Another sector that uses a lot of water is the industrial sector. According to the United States
Geological Survey (USGS), industrial water is used for fabricating, processing, washing,
diluting, cooling, or transporting a product.54 Water is also used by smelting facilities,
petroleum refineries, and industries producing chemical products, food, and paper products.55
IV.

Conflict and Water Scarcity

When resources become scarcer or the demand for them increases, this almost always leads to
a rise in conflicts among the groups competing for them.56 Water scarcity places pressure on
the governments. Water scarcity means citizens of the country would not have access to water,
causing competition and tension between various countries. In response to the challenges, the
Water, Peace, and Security (WPS) Partnership designs innovative tools and services to
identify emerging water-related security risks.57 The conflict coming from the water being
scarce is not only happening to a wider extent, farmers are in conflict with each other for
continuing to use irrigation since it's more efficient and more profitable because irrigated
agriculture improves the welfare, benefitting both the farmers and the public living close.
Additionally, since the governments cannot interfere with every disagreement between
citizens, the problem becomes too widespread to deal with.

52

The World Bank, 2020
Ibid.
54
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, n.d.
55
Ibid.
56
Prigge-Musial, 2019
57
"Water scarcity and conflict: Not such a straightforward link", n.d.
53

With water getting scarcer over the course of years, it increased the risk of political instability.
Some critics argue this situation might lead to water wars.58 However, the links between water
and conflict are far more complex.59 The issues felt about the water scarcity also cause forced
migration which creates political instability and might lead to conflict.
The Water Peace Security (WPS) helps to understand why water security is important and
how it is related to the conflict. Distribution of the drinking water resources indicates access
to drinking water can become an issue about territorial rights and political power.60 In the 20th
century, researchers did not find a single war fought over water, instead, 149 water-related
treaties were signed. However today the problem between scarce water and political
instability rises, treaties might not be the sole thing that countries choose to stop the tension
between each other.
V.

The Role of United Nations and Previous Actions

Around 700 million people in 43 countries suffer today from water scarcity.61 The United
Nations has addressed the global crisis caused by insufficient water supply to fulfill basic
human needs. The United Nations Water Conference (1977) and the International Conference
on Water and the Environment (1922) focused on this critical resource. The theme of World
Water Day 2007 was “Coping with Water Scarcity.” It reminded the increasing water scarcity
worldwide and the need for increased integration and cooperation to ensure sustainable,
efficient, and equitable management of scarce water resources, both at international and local
levels. Also, the theme of the 2013 World Day to Combat Desertification is drought and water
58
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scarcity. Un started to work more to respond effectively and achieve sustainably in order to
ensure a supply of water for life, agriculture, food production, and other ecosystem services
and benefits. The UN’s goals include achieving access to safe and affordable drinking water
for all by 2030.62 Yet, the current level of global investment is about one-third of what is
needed to achieve this target.63

A. United Nations International Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Everyone has the human right to have safe water. When children don't have access to clean
water, it negatively impacts their health, education, nutrition, and every other aspect of their
lives.64 Water scarcity takes a more significant toll on women and children because they are
often the ones responsible for collecting it. When water is further away, it requires more time
to collect, which usually means less time at school. Particularly for girls, a water shortage in
schools impacts student enrolment, attendance, and performance. Carrying water long
distances is also an enormous physical burden and can expose children to safety risks and
exploitation. UNICEF plans for future water needs by identifying available resources to
reduce the risk of cities running out of water. Also, they assess the availability of water
resources using various technologies, including remote sensing and geophysical surveys, and
field investigations. UNICEF addresses that children in more than 80 countries live in areas
with high or extremely high-water vulnerability.65 Eastern and Southern Africa have the
highest proportion of children living in such areas, with more than half of children – 58
percent – facing difficulty accessing sufficient water every day.66 It is followed by West and
Central Africa (31 percent), South Asia (25 percent), and the Middle East (23 percent).67
South Asia is home to the largest number of children living in areas of high or extremely high
water vulnerability – more than 155 million children.68 UNICEF continues to support
addressing the vulnerability of water resources in the region to create a robust enabling
environment with strong national policy and regulatory systems that address scarcity and
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work with civil society, especially youth, as agents of change, on the value of water and water
conservation.69
B. International Decade (2018-2028) for Action – Water for Sustainable Development
Access to water is a precondition to life and a declared human right. Water is vitally important
to sustainable development – from health and nutrition to gender equity and economics.70
Over the coming years, water-related issues will become more urgent. In order to accelerate
efforts toward meeting water-related issues, the United Nations General Assembly declared
2018-2028 as the International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development.”71
The Water Action Decade will commence on World Water Day, 22 March 2018, and will end
on World Water Day, 22 March 2028.72 The Decade's goals and objectives are focused on the
long-term development and integrated management of water resources for the achievement of
social, economic, and environmental goals, as well as the implementation and promotion of
related programs and projects as well as the advancement of cooperation and partnership at all
levels to help achieve internationally agreed water-related goals and targets, such as those in
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Decade also underlines the importance of
promoting efficient water usage at all levels, considering the water, energy, food, and
environment. Moreover, on 29 May 2020, an online event was co-organized by the Permanent
Missions of Canada, Finland, Hungary, Japan, Kenya, Netherlands, Portugal, Singapore,
Tajikistan, and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs with the support of
UN-Water.73 This high-level event, under the framework of the Water Action Decade, allowed
the Member States and all relevant stakeholders to discuss water and climate-related actions
in support of the implementation of the Decade of Action74 Participants presented
transformative solutions to address systemic gaps in the implementation of related SDGs and
identify “accelerators” necessary to drive progress on the 2030 Agenda. 75
C. United Nations Water
There is no single United Nations entity dedicated exclusively to water issues.76 Water and
sanitation programs are carried out by over 30 UN organizations. United Nations- Water's role
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is to coordinate so that the UN delivers as one in response to water-related problems. The
main goal is to support the UN Member States to manage water and sanitation sustainably.
UN-Water has four roles in coordinating. These are to inform policies, monitor, report, and
inspire actions. UN-Water faces complicated challenges in ensuring everyone has access to
sustainably-managed water services. They need partnerships and collaboration to tackle the
complexity of those challenges while helping to create a healthy and sustainable world. Also,
Un-Water's key role is to provide reliable information on water-related issues. During past
decades, several initiatives, mechanisms, and programs, both within and outside the United
Nations, have been collecting information on the various components of the water cycle.77
Through the UN-Water Integrated Monitoring Initiative for SDG 6 (IMI-SDG6), the United
Nations seeks to support countries in monitoring water-related issues within the framework of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and in compiling country data to report on
global progress toward SDG 6.78 IMI-SDG6 brings together the United Nations organizations
that are formally mandated to compile country data on the SDG 6 global indicators and builds
on ongoing efforts such as the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply,
Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP), Global Environment Monitoring System for Water
(GEMS/Water), FAO’s Global Information System on Water and Agriculture (AQUASTAT)
and UN-Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water
(GLAAS).79
D. The United Nations World Water Development Report (WWDR)
The United Nations World Water Development Report (WWDR) is UN-Water’s flagship
report on water and sanitation issues, focusing on a different theme each year.80 The report is
published by UNESCO on behalf of UN-Water, and the UNESCO World Water Assessment
Programme coordinates its production. This report gives information about the usage and
management of water and sanitation based on work done by the Members and Partners of
UN-Water. The report implements sustainable water policies. Also, it offers analyses to
stimulate ideas and actions for being better in the water sector and beyond. UN World Water
Development Report 2021, named valuing water, highlights the need for improved water
resources management. It recognizes water's worth and incorporates it into decision-making.
It is fundamental to achieving sustainable and equitable water resources management and the
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
E. World Water Assessment Programme
The World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) was established by UNESCO in 2000 in
response to a call from the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to produce a
UN system-wide systematic global overview of the status in terms of quality and quantity, use
and management of freshwater resources. WWAP aims to equip water managers and policyand decision-makers with the knowledge, tools, and skills necessary to formulate and
implement sustainable water policies.81 The main goal of WWAP to foster global processes to
achieve water security and sustainability is defined by several strategic objectives. Such as;
Producing the WWDR series on the global situation with regard to water availability (both in
terms of quantity and quality) and its uses, and on the likely future changes of water
availability and use by global drivers, in order to provide early warning to avoid potential
water-related conflicts and helping the Member States to assess their water resources and the
efficiency and effectiveness of their water policy decisions and programs.82
F. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
UNESCO, with its mandate in sciences, education, culture, and communication, is uniquely
well-placed to lead a holistic and multi-disciplinary approach to formulate policies to help
cope with water scarcity.83 For instance, water scarcity,

water pollution, and water

management are being tackled at several World Heritage Sites.84 The work done on water
ethics and the current development of an inter-sectoral program on water education and
capacity building demonstrate UNESCO’s commitment to multi-disciplinarity.85 Several
UNESCO activities relevant to water scarcity, mainly implemented by the International
Hydrological Programme (IHP), focus on drylands/arid areas where the problems of water
scarcity are the most recognized. In many water-scarce regions, groundwater is the main
water source, and with a suite of projects, IHP provides methodological and technical advice
for better management of the groundwater resources. In areas with insufficient water, the
water resources are being increased in various ways, e.g., using desalination of seawater or
brackish water, recharging “artificially” groundwater, harvesting rainwater, and “mining”
81
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non-renewable groundwater resources. IHP, in particular and also the Man and the Biosphere
(MAB) Programme, are developing and disseminating information about the appropriate use
of these techniques. Also, activities under the theme aim to protect the water resources from
pollution, enhance and restore water quality, conserve water, and use water efficiently.86
Related Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP) initiatives and projects include
UNESCO-IHP International Initiative on Water Quality (IIWQ), Global Network on Water
and Development Information for Arid Lands (G-WADI), International Drought Initiative
(IDI), and the major UNESCO Project on Emerging Pollutants in Water and Wastewater. 87

G. Sustainable Development Goals
Sustainable development is a form of economic and social development that is conducted
without consuming the natural resources to an extent in which the capacity of future
generations is jeopardized88. It is a form of development that satisfies the needs of present
societies without compromising the needs of future generations by guaranteeing the balance
between economic growth, environmental protection, and social well-being.
The sustainable development concept appeared first time in the 1987 Brundtland Report. The
report warned the international community about the adverse environmental effects and
consequences of economic growth through industrialization and tried to find possible
solutions to the problems caused by rapid industrialization and population growth. The fear
behind the sustainable development idea is that there will be no resources left for future
generations if we, as the societies of today, continue to consume and reproduce at this high
rate. In the end, the goal is to leave future generations a world in which they will face no
problems meeting their own needs due to our actions.
Many of the challenges humankind face today, such as hunger, climate change, water scarcity,
income, gender inequality, and food insecurity, are considered a result of unsustainable
development. Therefore, it can be dealt with by promoting sustainable development at a
global level. To achieve sustainable development, a commitment to social progress and
environmental protection must accompany the goal of economic growth. These three
elements, economic growth, environmental protection, and inclusive social progress, are
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interconnected and considered crucial for the well-being of present and future societies and
our planet.
With the objective of producing a set of universal goals that address the urgent environmental,
political, social, and economic challenges facing our world and communities, the idea of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was first proposed at the 2012 United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro.89 SDGs are meant to replace the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and carry the success of MDGs one step further.
MDGs were accepted in 2000 as a global effort to tackle poverty, provide access to water and
sanitation, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health, and fight against diseases like
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis.90 MDGs also started a global movement to enable free
primary education. Showing significant progress in these issue areas for 15 years, MDGs
finalized their role in 2015, leaving the stage for SDGs. In 2015, member states accepted 17
Sustainable Development Goals under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development91 in
Resolution 70/192. In January 2016, SDGs officially came into force.
SDGs address poverty, hunger, health and well-being, education, gender equality, clean water
and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, decent work and economic growth, industry,
innovation and infrastructure, sustainable cities, discrimination, responsible consumption and
production, climate change, life below water and energy on land, peace, justice, and strong
institutions. Even though each of the 17 SDGs93 has specific targets to be achieved, they also
interconnect and complement one another, which means achieving success in one goal affects
success for others.
SDGs are not legally binding, yet countries are still expected to work towards achieving them.
Implementation and success of the goals rely on independent countries. They need to come up
with nationally owned and country-led sustainable development strategies. The hope is that
SDGs will be a tool for aligning countries’ plans with their global commitments to one
another. Countries’ progress on the SDGs will be monitored94, and the results will be
reviewed at the annual meetings of the High-level Political Forum on sustainable
development. While implementation of the goals relies heavily on independent governments,
achieving success with the goals requires the action of businesses, civil society, and people
89
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everywhere as well. SDGs are universal, which means they apply to all countries worldwide,
whether developing or developed.
SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation directly targets water security and aims to ensure
availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. Targets that are listed
under the SDG 6 include achieving universal and equitable access to safe and affordable
drinking water for all, achieving access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for
all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and
those in vulnerable situations, improving water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating
dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the
proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse
globally, substantially increasing water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable
withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the
number of people suffering from water scarcity, implementing integrated water resources
management at all levels, including through transboundary cooperation as appropriate,
protecting and restoring water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands,
rivers, aquifers and lakes, supporting and strengthening the participation of local communities
in improving water and sanitation management, and expanding international cooperation and
capacity-building support to developing countries in water- and sanitation-related activities
and programmes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater
treatment, recycling and reuse Technologies by 2030.95
VI.

Points that a Resolution Should Cover

A resolution is a document that contains all the issues and topics that the committee discussed
and presents the solutions that are agreed upon by the majority of the committee. The ultimate
goal of almost all committees in a MUN conference is to produce a resolution, therefore all of
the speeches, debates, and negotiations aimed to find solutions that will be written and
presented as a resolution. To write a good resolution, delegates should be informed about the
past actions taken by their committee or any other UN-related agency, body, or committee on
the topic they are going to discuss. If delegates are unable to find any new solutions on the
topic, they can always choose to evaluate and improve some of the previous actions taken by
the committee in real life. Delegates are highly advised to read and examine at least one
resolution passed by their committee or any other committee on the topic they are going to
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discuss. In light of the problems presented in the preceding parts, the delegates of UNEP are
expected to adopt a resolution consisting of recommendations for the Member States. This
resolution should answer at least some of the following questions or cover the following
points:
● How can we ensure water security for all?
● How can we increase the availability and access to water and ensure utility and
stability?
● What are your recommendations to eliminate and prevent water scarcity and water
stress?
● What do you suggest to protect water resources from pollution?
● How can we achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all,
paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable
situations?
● What are your recommendations to achieve universal and equitable access to safe and
affordable drinking water for all by 2030?
● How can we increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and eliminate wasting
water?
● What do you suggest to improve and encourage international cooperation?
● How do you plan to find funding for your solutions? Who can we cooperate or
collaborate with?
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