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I.

Letter from the Secretary-General

Esteemed Prospective Participants;
On behalf of GO Academy, it is an utmost privilege and pleasure to welcome you all to the
second annual session of the Eskişehir Model United Nations Conference 2022. My name is
Zeynep Öykü Kalkan and it is my honor to serve you as the Secretary-General. The second
annual session of ESMUN is organized by the GO Academy and it will take place in the vibrant
city of Eskişehir between the 12th and 14th of June. With its rich history that witnessed Hittites,
Phrygians, Seljuqs, and the Ottoman Empire and cultural diversity due to receiving migrants
coming from Caucasus, Central Asia, and the Balkans, Eskişehir is a city that brings the past
and the present together. With its dynamic population and intellectual atmosphere, this “student
city” is one of the best locations to organize a Model United Nations Conference.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not able to organize our conference last year which
made us more eager and enthusiastic for ESMUN 2022. With this excitement, our academic
and operations teams worked tirelessly to provide you with an unforgettable MUN experience.
We will host five committees in our second edition for our junior and senior participants with
agenda items that address current topics and problems of our world. Delegates of the United
Nations Environment Programme will discuss preventing conflicts over water scarcity while
delegates appointed to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women will focus on
the Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Women and Girls. In United Nations Disarmament and
International Security Committee, delegates will try to find applicable, sustainable, and
reasonable solutions to preventing an arms race in outer space, meanwhile, in United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization the topic will be the protection of cultural
property in times of armed conflict. Lastly, we will host a special committee that will simulate
Montreux Convention. A group of experienced MUN delegates, as well as successful and
exemplary individuals who are well-versed in the topics at hand, will lead and monitor your
committees and I have full faith in all of our board members to guide you through the rules of
procedure so that our delegates can practice negotiation, problem-solving, conflict resolution,
critical thinking, diplomacy, and collaboration as they act as world leaders, policymakers, and
diplomats. As the Academic Team, we are very excited to hear your take on these crucial
agenda items. On that note, we wish you all efficient and beneficial debates.

It is important to note that while MUN conferences aim to familiarize you with the economic,
social, political, and environmental problems of our world and enable you to improve skills
that will benefit you in the future, these events also present great opportunities for you to have
fun, make lots of new friends and memories. Make sure to enjoy yourselves during the coffee
breaks, challenges, and social events that our operations team prepared for you. On that note, I
want to thank our academic and operations teams for their hard work, dedication, never-ending
energy, and work ethic.
On behalf of GO Academy and the ESMUN Family, I would like to thank you for your time
and consideration and once again, with great pleasure, welcome you to the second annual
session of ESMUN. We are honored if we can play a role in presenting you with new
perspectives since you are the future delegates. Your ideas and dreams will shape the future
and it is because of you, because of our belief in you that we expect a better future. Let’s come
together this June in Eskişehir to take our part in creating the future we want by discussing
what the presidents, ministers and government officials discuss and see if we can do things
differently. Do not forget to apply, read your study guides, prepare some speeches and motions,
and buckle your seatbelts for three days of fun, diplomacy, games, and politics! We hope that
this conference will find itself a place among your unforgettable experiences and memories.
Yours sincerely,
Zeynep Öykü Kalkan
Secretary-General of ESMUN 2022

II.

Introduction to the Committee: Disarmament and International Security
Committee

With universal membership, the General Assembly is the main deliberative and policy-making
body of the United Nations (UN) and one of the six principal organs established by the Charter
of the United Nations (1945).1 The work of the General Assembly is undertaken in subsidiary
committees, each of which debates and adopts draft resolutions on their particular topics and
allocated agenda items.2 The Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) is
one of the six subsidiary committees of the General Assembly. Therefore, it is also referred to
as the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) First Committee. All 193 UN member states
are eligible as representatives in DISEC’s body with an equal vote. DISEC deals with matters
related to global challenges and threats to peace and security that affect the international
community, such as disarmament, regulation of armaments, state behavior in cyberspace,
nonproliferation, the illicit trade of arms and weapons, and developments in the field of
information and telecommunications.
Resolutions adopted by the GA on agenda items are considered to be recommendations and are
not legally binding on the Member States.3 As a result, it is extremely important for the Member
States to adopt a resolution with consensus.4 When consensus on the text is reached, all of the
Member States agree to adopt the draft resolution without taking a vote. Adopting a draft
without a vote is the most basic definition of what consensus means.5 Since GA resolutions are
not legally binding, the best way to encourage all Member States to implement the
recommendations expressed in a resolution is to get all of them to agree on the same text. When
a resolution is adopted by a simple majority, those that did not vote in favor of a resolution on
a particular agenda item will be less likely to implement the actions on an agenda item that are
recommended in a resolution.6 In addition, the General Assembly and its First Committee can
make recommendations to the Member States and the Security Council regarding cooperation
in the maintenance of international peace and security and can point out situations to the
Security Council endangering peace and security.7
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The First Committee receives substantive and organizational support from three entities: the
General Committee, the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), and the
Department for General Assembly and Conference Management (DGACM). It also works in
close cooperation with the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC) and the
Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament (CD).8 It is the only General Assembly Main
Committee that has access to verbatim records, which are edited transcripts of committee
proceedings as part of the institutional memory of the United Nations.9
The body's work is divided into three stages: general debate, thematic discussions, and action
on drafts. These include discussions with high-level arms control and disarmament officials,
such as the Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty Organization (CTBT-O) and the Director-General of the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). Panel discussions are used in some discussions.
The Committee also holds formal and informal interactive discussions with the High
Representative for Disarmament Affairs and representatives of other disarmament entities.10
III.

Introduction to the Topic: Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

The militarization of space began with the Sputnik Crisis in October 1957, which initiated the
first space race ever between the United States of America and The Soviet Union. Which
indirectly led to the collapse of the Soviet Union later on. The very first ideas of militarization
of space were rooted right after the launch of military communication satellites to space.
Nevertheless, in the last couple of decades, the increase in the number of countries taking part
in the arms race in space has created concerns about the issue globally. Due to the fact that
space is not fully controlled by us, the supervision of the countries which are improving space
technologies is harder than it seems. Outrageous growth in space-related technologies in the
last decade has been raising concerns even further than they were. The promise of new
prosperity in space makes every country in the world focus on their space research and the
country's will to protect their own makes their actions on weaponization justified in their eyes.
Which leads the discussion to be made on hostile grounds? At the very beginning of the
militarization of space, space was used as a host to communication devices which are used as
communication devices. Therefore, the issue was not as concerning as it is today. Nevertheless,
with the offensive weaponry research conducted on space militarization and the first weapons
8

"UN General Assembly - First Committee - Disarmament and International Security", 2022
"Verbatim reporting | Department for General Assembly and Conference Management", 2022
10
The GA handbook - A practical guide to the United Nations, 2022
9

to be constructed, the issue has been raising more and more concern. Currently, the United
States of America, the Russian Federation, China, India, Japan, the United Kingdom, France,
and a couple more countries are the major powers in space. Especially with the development
of offensive armament’s capabilities outpacing the defensive capabilities of systems such as
ballistic missile defense systems et cetera, the tension in the world upon the issue has been
rising even further. Space has always been militarized, yet the concerning issue is its
weaponization.
IV.

Developments in The Arms Race in Space

The very first steps of militarization of space began in the Cold-War Era with the rumors about
the Sputnik satellite being produced and its launch of it. This advancement ignited the very first
space programs race between countries, and the race can be considered an ongoing race
between the countries for more than 70 years. With current and upcoming advancements in
technology, the concept of the battlefield has changed. With this change of concept on
battlefields, there have been some observations on signs of the utilization of space with
defensive/offensive purposes.
Until 2007 the concerns which are born in the Cold-War era have been asleep, nevertheless,
they have been awoken due to the People’s Republic of China’s testing of an anti-satellite
weapon on one of their old defunct weather satellites. This test showed the People’s Republic
of China’s space-related weaponry capabilities to the whole world, which led United States
officials to make an announcement on their steps towards the improvement of their spacerelated technologies in 2013.
A. Historical Background and the Timeline of Events
The militarization/armament of space is rooted back in
1957 with the launch of Sputnik 1, the very first satellite
to be placed in orbit by the Soviet Union. At those times,
the sole purpose of the use of space was to extend the
country's capabilities in militarized operations. Two
months after the launch of Sputnik 1, the United States
tried to launch Kaputnik into space, formally known as the Vanguard-TV3; nevertheless, they
failed in their effort, which led to President Dwight David Eisenhower establishing the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in 1958.

At the beginning of 1958, the United States successfully launched its first satellite Explorer 1,
into orbit. This advancement was later on followed by Operation Argus, a series of missile and
nuclear tests conducted by the Defense Nuclear Agency. Nevertheless, at the same time, both
parties were focused on Anti Satellite (ASAT) weapons. In April 1961, Yuri Gagarin became
the first human ever to conduct a flight in space in Vostok 1. It was a little bit later for the U.S
to catch up on the progress via sending Alan Shephard to space piloting the Freedom 7. Only
a few weeks later, President John Fitzgerald Kennedy stated, "I believe that this nation should
commit itself to achieve the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and
returning him safely to the earth."11 In July 1969,
Apollo 1.1 led by Neil Armstrong, landed on the moon,
making Neil Armstrong the first human being to set
foot on the moon. With the concerns rising all around
the world due to the arms race between the U.S. and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR, Soviet
Union), the need for an international agreement on the
issue became inevitable, which gave birth to The Outer
Space Treaty in January 1967. The treaty entered into
force in October 1967. The treaty prevented the nation's
expansion of offensive capabilities regarding spacerelated weaponry12. This treaty is the first and last treaty to be recognized internationally upon
the issue. Following the Outer Space Treaty came the Moon Treaty in 1975; nevertheless, the
Moon Treaty has been recognized as a failed treaty due to the fact that it never got ratified by
any of the Nations participating in the space race. The arms race between the two parties came
to an end with the joint mission called the Apollo-Soyuz mission in 1975. In March 1983,
President Ronald Reagan proposed the Strategic Defense Strategy (SDI), which aimed to
defend the United States from all sorts of attacks by strategic ballistic missiles via using
strategic systems based on the ground and space. Nevertheless, the proposition was literally
torn apart by the media via heavy criticism and " Star Wars" references. As it was considered
unrealistic and a possible spark to reignite the forgotten arms race. With their withdrawal from
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, the United States re-initiated its missile defense system
programs in 2002. As a response to the actions taken by the United States, Russian Federation
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abandoned the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START1) without hesitation. China and
Russia have been practicing Anti-Satellite capabilities ever since.
DATE

EVENT

August 21, 1957,

First intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
(modified to be used in Sputnik 1)

December 6, 1957

Launch and failure of Vanguard TV-3

February 1, 1958

Launch of Explorer 1

July 29, 1958

Establishment of NASA

August 29- September 9, 1958

Operation Argus

April 12, 1961

First human spaceflight (Yuri Gagarin)

May 5, 1961

Launch of Freedom 7 (First human spaceflight made
by the U.S)

October 10, 1967

Outer Space Treaty

July 20, 1969

First Humans on the Moon ( Apollo 11)

May 26, 1972

Signing of Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty

July 15-24, 1975

First multinational human-crewed mission (ApolloSoyuz Test Project)

December 18, 1978

Moon Treaty (First treaty to be considered as failed in
space)

March 23, 1983

Announcement of Strategic Defense Strategy (SDI) by
Ronal Reagan

July 31, 1991

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START 1)

August 19, 1993

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on PAROS
(Conference on Disarmament)

February 4, 1999

Proposal concerning CD action on Outer Space

December 13, 2001

Withdrawal of the U.S from the ABM Treaty

B. Current Situation and Recent Developments
According to the report published by the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, there
were 7,389 individual satellites in space at the end of April 2021. The total number is 29,97%
higher compared to the 2020 reports.13 These satellites are used for multiple purposes. From
communication, navigation, and weather to military purposes. These satellites serve as military
or civilian tools or both.

The top 10 countries dominating the space field are as follows, USA, China, Russia, UK, Japan,
India, European Space Agency, Canada, Germany, and Luxembourg.14 China and Russia’s
efforts in producing offensive technologies and their success surpassed the defensive
capabilities of nations in the past years. Their advancement in Hypersonic Glide Vehicles
(HGV) is deemed a threat to each and every other nation in the world. These devices are
considered to be able to be equipped with nuclear warheads.15 The U.S. partially focuses on
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sensor systems that can detect hypersonic missiles and also they have been trying to establish
new technologies such as space-based ballistic interception weapons and direct energy
weapons which can intercept with hypersonic weapons.16 China and Russia’s focus on
developing hypersonic weaponry push the western block to produce effective countermeasure
systems.17 From a different perspective, with the launch of thousands of satellites into orbit and
defensive technology tests, there has been a great amount of debris created. The debris
possesses another type of threat to the international community. Even the smallest piece of
debris in space at high speeds can damage existing types of equipment, and with the damage
done, it creates even more debris. The previous work of the U.N can be considered outdated
and unable to answer recent concerns. Due to this fact, an evaluation and revision of past work
is needed to figure out what more can be done.
V.

Existing Regulations and Previous Works of United Nations on Arms Race in
Outer Space
A. The Outer Space Treaty

The Outer Space Treaty,18 based on the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space19 resolution 1962 adopted by the
General Assembly in 1963.20 In 1966 the Legal Committee considered the resolution and
General Assembly agreed to it bypassing the resolution 2222. The Outer Space Treaty is the
first and last document to be adopted internationally and its objective is to provide a basic legal
framework such as:
“The exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in the
interests of all countries and shall be the province of all mankind.
outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States.
outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means
of use or occupation, or by any other means.
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States shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in orbit
or on celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner.
the Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposes.
astronauts shall be regarded as the envoys of mankind.
States shall be responsible for national space activities whether carried out by
governmental or non-governmental entities.
States shall be liable for damage caused by their space objects; and
States shall avoid harmful contamination of space and celestial bodies.21”
The Treaty was opened for signature by the three depository Governments (the Russian
Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America) in January 1967, and it
entered into force in October 1967.22 The Treaty was approved and ratified by 111 countries as
of September 2020.23
B. The Rescue Agreement
Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects
Launched into Outer Space, the agreement was taken into consideration in 1962 and it was
considered until the international community reached a consensus on it in 1967 via resolution
2345 and the agreement moved into force in December 1968.24
The agreement enforces the member states to take all actions necessary to rescue and assist
astronaut in distress and promptly return them to the launch state. Apart from that, signatories
should aid launching states on recovering lost space objects upon request.
C. The Liability Convention
The Liability Convention was taken into consideration in 1963 and it was considered until the
international community reached a consensus on it in 1972 via resolution 2777 and the
agreement moved into force in September 1972.
The Liability Convention holds launching states unquestionably liable from any of the damages
caused by it to the surface of the earth or aircraft and also liable to the damages caused by their
21
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fault in space. The Convention also creates peaceful ground upon damage claims via
procedures for settlements.25
D. The Registration Convention
The Registration Convention was taken into consideration in 1962 and it was considered until
the international community reached a consensus on it in 1974 via resolution 3235 and the
agreement moved into force in September 1976.26
The Registration Convention answered the request for a provision for the collaboration and
assistance between the states upon the registration and identification of space objects. The
Convention expanded the scope of the United Nations Register of Objects Launched into Outer
Space that had been established by resolution 1721B (XVI) of December 1961.27 The United
Nations Register of Objects Launched into Outer Space addresses issues relating to States
Parties' responsibilities concerning their space objects.28
E. The Moon Agreement
The Moon Agreement was taken into consideration in 1972 and it was considered until the
international community reached a consensus on it in 1979 via resolution 34/6829. The
Agreement reaffirms and elaborates on many of the provisions of the Outer Space Treaty as
applied to the Moon and other celestial bodies, providing that those bodies should be used
exclusively for peaceful purposes, that their environments should not be disrupted, that the
United Nations should be informed of the location and purpose of any station established on
those bodies. In addition, the Agreement provides that the Moon and its natural resources are
the common heritage of mankind and that an international regime should be established to
govern the exploitation of such resources when such exploitation is about to become feasible.
F. Paros Treaty
Outer space is expanding and becoming a battlefield and arms race. Anything can be used as a
weapon in space, and it destroys satellites and other space devices. There are numerous reasons
to be concerned about the development of missile defense and space weapon technology,
25
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including the United States' increased conventional military dominance, the massive waste of
resources that comes with any arms build-up, whether it's a race or an asymmetrical surge, and
the physical consequences of fighting in outer space - particularly space debris, which will
destroy civil and commercial space infrastructure such as satellites.30
1. Militarization of outer space
Since the first communication satellites were launched, space has been militarized. Today,
militaries all over the world rely on satellites for command and control, communication,
monitoring, early warning, and GPS navigation. As a result, "peaceful uses" of outer space
include military uses, even if they are not entirely peaceful, such as using satellites to direct
bombing raids or to orchestrate a "prompt global strike" capability, which is defined as "the
ability to control any situation or defeat any adversary across the range of military
operations."31
2. Weaponization of Outer Space
Space weaponization is commonly understood to refer to the deployment of destructive spacebased devices in orbit. Many experts argue that ground-based systems designed or used to
attack space-based assets are also space weapons, despite the fact that they are not technically
part of the "weaponization of outer space" because they are not placed in orbit. Some argue
that weapons that travel through space to reach their targets, such as hypersonic technology
vehicles, also contribute to space weaponization.32
The PAROS resolution reaffirms the significance of the 1967 "outer space treaty," stating that
PAROS efforts are in accordance with it. The resolution does, however, state that the current
outer space legal regime "does not in and of itself guarantee the prevention of an outer space
arms race." The PAROS resolution calls on states, particularly those with space capabilities, to
refrain from actions that are contrary to the PAROS goal and to "contribute actively" to that
goal. It argues for the consolidation and reinforcement of the outer space legal regime and
claims that a new treaty on PAROS should be negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament.
A PAROS treaty would supplement the 1967 Outer Space Treaty by prohibiting the use of
space weapons and the development of space-weapon technology and technology related to so-
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called "missile defense." A PAROS treaty would also prevent any nation from gaining a new
military advantage in space, thereby reducing current military uses of space.33
3. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
The vast majority of UN member states are concerned that the weaponization of outer space
will result in an arms race and insist that a multilateral treaty is the only way to prevent such
an arms race, emphasizing that this treaty would not limit space access, but would prevent such
limitations. Russia argued in 2006 that if all states adhere to a prohibition on space
weaponization, there will be no arms race. Russia and China are also in favor of establishing
an obligation to refrain from using or threatening to use force against space objects and have
submitted a draft treaty to the UN to prevent the deployment of weapons in space.34
4. Effects On Arms and Nuclear Disarmament
Space weaponization will destroy strategic balance and stability, undermine international and
national security, and disrupt existing arms control instruments, particularly those relating to
nuclear weapons and missiles. These consequences will inevitably result in a new arms race.
Space weaponization would severely disrupt the process of arms control and disarmament.35
VI.

Related UN Bodies
A. United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)

The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs promotes international cooperation in space
exploration and use for peaceful purposes, as well as the use of space science and technology
for long-term economic and social development. The Office assists any UN Member State in
developing legal and regulatory frameworks to govern space activities, as well as strengthening
developing countries' capacity to use space science technology and applications for
development by assisting in the integration of space capabilities into national development
programs.36
The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs is tasked with promoting international
cooperation and bringing together governmental and non-governmental stakeholders to
facilitate space-related exchanges. The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs also assists the UN
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Member States in accessing and leveraging the benefits of space to accelerate sustainable
development, which is central to their capacity-building efforts.37
B. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS)
The Committee was tasked with reviewing international cooperation in peaceful uses of outer
space, researching space-related activities that the UN could undertake, encouraging space
research programs, and researching legal issues arising from space exploration. The Committee
was instrumental in the development of the five space treaties and five space principles. Every
year, the Committee discusses international cooperation in space exploration and the use of
space technology applications to achieve global development goals. The space agenda is
constantly evolving due to rapid advances in space technology. As a result, the Committee
provides a unique global platform for monitoring and discussing these developments. The
Committee is divided into two subcommittees: the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and
the Legal Subcommittee. The Committee reports to the General Assembly's Fourth Committee,
which adopts an annual resolution on international cooperation in peaceful uses of outer space.
The Office assists the Committee's work and implements a multifaceted program that addresses
the scientific, technical, legal, and policy aspects of space-related activities.38
C. Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
The purpose of the committee is to discuss scientific and technical aspects of space activity, as
well as international space cooperation. The Committee is the only committee of the General
Assembly concerned with international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, and its
role as a forum to monitor and discuss developments related to space exploration and use has
evolved in tandem with technological advancements in space exploration, geopolitical changes,
and the evolving use of space science and technology for sustainable development.39

D. Legal Subcommittee
The Legal Subcommittee (LSC) is a multilateral forum in which member countries can discuss
a wide range of legal and related issues. National legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration
and use of outer space, capacity-building in space law, legal mechanisms relating to space
debris mitigation and remediation measures, non-legally binding United Nations instruments
on outer space, and space debris mitigation and remediation measures are among the topics
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addressed by the LSC committee. Legal aspects of space traffic management, such as smallsatellite operations, are governed by international law. Potential legal frameworks for the
exploration, exploitation, and utilization of space resources.40
E. United Nations General Assembly
The United Nations General Assembly is a consensus-building body in which all UN member
states discuss issues of international peace and security. The Assembly is empowered to make
recommendations to States on international issues within its competence. It has also initiated
actions – political, economic, humanitarian, social and legal – which have benefitted the lives
of millions of people throughout the world. The landmark Millennium Declaration, adopted in
2000, and the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document, reflect the commitment of Member
States to reach specific goals to attain peace, security and disarmament, along with
development and poverty eradication; to safeguard human rights and promote the rule of law;
to protect our common environment; to meet the special needs of Africa; and to strengthen the
United Nations. In September 2015, the Assembly agreed on a set of 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, contained in the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the
adoption of the post-2015 development agenda (resolution 70/1: “Transforming our world: the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development).
According to the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly may:
•

Consider and approve the United Nations budget and establish the financial
assessments of Member States,

•

Elect the non-permanent members of the Security Council and the members of other
United Nations councils and organs and, on the recommendation of the Security
Council, appoint the Secretary-General,

•

Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for
maintaining international peace and security, including disarmament,
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•

Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a
dispute or situation is currently being discussed by the Security Council, make
recommendations on it

•

Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within
the scope of the Charter or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the
United Nations

•

Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political
cooperation, the development and codification of international law, the realization of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and international collaboration in the
economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, educational and health fields

•

Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation that might impair
friendly relations among countries

•

Consider reports from the Security Council and other United Nations organs

•

The Assembly may also take action in cases of a threat to the peace, breach of peace,
or act of aggression when the Security Council has failed to act owing to the negative
vote of a permanent member. In such instances, according to its “Uniting for Peace”
resolution of 3 November 1950, the Assembly may consider the matter immediately
and recommend to its members’ collective measures to maintain or restore
international peace and security.41

The work of the General Assembly on disarmament is carried out by one of its main
committees, the First Committee on Disarmament and International Security. Every year, a
resolution on the prevention of an arms race in outer space is introduced and adopted by an
overwhelming majority of UN member states in the First Committee and then in the General
Assembly as a whole.42
F. UN General Assembly Fourth Committee on Special Political and Decolonization
The Committee has played an important role in advancing space cooperation and provides a
unique opportunity for governments to exchange information on the most recent developments
in the use and exploration of outer space. The Fourth Committee is an excellent forum for
working to prevent the weaponization of space because its framework is based on development
41
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rather than security, and there are more actors using space for development purposes than for
military purposes. 43
G. International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
The International Telecommunication Union is another international organization within the
United Nations System that coordinates global telecom networks and services between
governments and the private sector. The ITU is critical in the management of the radiofrequency spectrum and satellite orbits, both of which are finite natural resources that are
increasingly in demand from a wide range of services such as fixed, mobile, broadcasting,
amateur, space research, meteorology, global positioning systems, environmental monitoring,
and, last but not least, communication services that ensure the safety of life at sea and in the
skies.44 The mission of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector is, inter alia, to ensure rational,
equitable, efficient and economical use of the radio-frequency spectrum by all
radiocommunication services, including those using satellite orbits, and to carry out studies and
adopt recommendations on radiocommunication matters. This mission lies within the broader
framework of the purposes of ITU, as defined in Article 1 of the ITU Constitution and is, in
particular, to "maintain and extend international cooperation among all the Member States of
the Union for the improvement and rational use of telecommunications of all kinds". ITU
defines its role as;
The specific role of ITU-R within the framework of this mission is as follows. ITU-R shall:
effect allocation of bands of the radiofrequency spectrum, the allotment of radio frequencies
and the registration of radio frequency assignments and of any associated orbital position in
the geostationary satellite orbit in order to avoid harmful interference between radio stations of
different countries; coordinate efforts to eliminate harmful interference between radio stations
of different countries and to improve the use made of radio-frequencies and of the
geostationary-satellite orbit for radiocommunication services.45
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ITU mission.

H. Conference on Disarmament
PAROS has long been on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament, the main body where
UN disarmament treaties are negotiated. The Conference formed an "ad hoc committee" on
PAROS to investigate and identify "issues relevant to [PAROS] through substantive and
general consideration."46
VII.

Points that a Resolution Should Cover

A resolution is a document that contains all the issues and topics that the committee discussed
and presents the solutions that are agreed upon by the majority of the committee. The ultimate
goal of almost all committees in a MUN conference is to produce a resolution, therefore all of
the speeches, debates, and negotiations aimed to find solutions that will be written and
presented as a resolution. To write a good resolution, delegates should be informed about the
past actions taken by their committee or any other UN-related agency, body, or committee on
the topic they are going to discuss. If delegates are unable to find any new solutions on the
topic, they can always choose to evaluate and improve some of the previous actions taken by
the committee in real life. Delegates are highly advised to read and examine at least one
resolution passed by their committee or any other committee on the topic they are going to
discuss. In light of the problems presented in the preceding parts, the delegates of DISEC are
expected to adopt a resolution consisting of recommendations for the Member States. This
resolution should answer at least some of the following questions or cover the following points:
•

What are your recommendations for possible restrictions on militarization and
weaponization of space?
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•

How can we resolve space debris issues, and sovereign rights to orbit claim?

•

What are your recommendations on possible revisions to existing agreements?

•

How can we further encourage research and development in peaceful usage of space?

•

How can we establish some level of transparency regarding space research?

Reaching critical will, Outer Space 2022

VIII.

Suggestions for Further Research

This guide is prepared to familiarize you with the topic and act as a roadmap for your
discussions in the committee. Only reading this guide, unfortunately, will not be enough. You
should research the country you will represent and come up with ideas and solutions to the
problems mentioned in this guide. Moreover, reading resolutions about the topic would be a
good idea. Keep in mind that the resolution you will produce in the committee should be written
in the committee with other delegates, and it should not be a copy of any other resolution,
article, or webpage. We are not expecting you to write a long, complex, or comprehensive
resolution as the official UN resolutions.
•

https://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/fact-sheets/critical-issues/5448outer-space

•

https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/10/how-to-avoid-a-space-arms-race.html

•

https://unidir.org/sites/default/files/publication/pdfs/prevention-of-an-arms-racein-outer-space-a-guide-to-the-discussions-in-the-cd-en-451.pdf

•

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/we-re-all-losers-space-arms-race

•

https://ploughshares.ca/pl_publications/arms-control-in-outer-space-statustimeline-and-analysis/

•

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/liabilityconvention.html
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